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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


' PEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


| New York » New York 
December 30, 1966 


Etfile 157-892 POM EDITS 


Proposed Mass o5*. 
Washington, D. C., January 

8, 1967, In Support of 
Congressman Adam Clayton Powell 
Racial Matters 


An article in the "New York Times" December 30, 
1966, page 30 entitled "Powell Supported by Negro Leaders", 
reflected that Negro leaders met on the evening of December 
29, 1966, in the office of A. Phillip Randolph, President of 
the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, 217 West 125th 
Street, New York City, The occasion was a special community 
meeting described as part of a growing national movement 
among Negroes to block any attempt to unseat Congressman 
Adam Clayton Powell. The speakers charged that any effort 
to unseat Congressman Powell would be viewed, not as an — 
ot on Representative Powell, but as an attack on all 

egroes. 


The speakers included A. Phillip Randolph, and- 
Jesse Gray, Harlem Rent-Strike Organizer. Other speakers 
were William H Booth, Chairman of the City Commission on 
Human Rights; Percy E. Sutton, President of the Borough of 
Manhattan; State Senator Basil Patterson, Democrat of Manhattan: 
the Reverend Benjamin Payton, Executive Director of the 
Department of Social Justice of the National Council of 
Churches- Maurice Doswell of the Negro American Labor 
Council, and Livingston Wingate, former Executive Director 
of Haryou-Act and a close associate of Representative Powell. 
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This document contains 
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Proposed Mass Rally in. 

Was ton, D. C.. January 

6. 1967, in Support of 
Corigressman Adam Clayton Powell 
Racial Matters 


Accoréing to the newspaper article, the meeting 
Closed with pihedges to organize as many bus loads of roes 
as possible for a mass ly in Washington, on January 5, 1967, 
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CONF ENTIAL 75/7 


dated 0/66, eaptioned "PROPOSED MASS 
RALLY Im WASETBOTEN, B.0., we 350 IN SUPPORT OF CONGRESSNAN 
ADAM CLAYTON POWELL; as 


Enclosed herewith for thc Bureau are eleven eopies 
of a letterhead memorandum (12K). 


Sources set forth in enclosed IAK are: 
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information anil of enclosed Ii are being yer 
Cisseninated locally to ONI, OSI, INTC, Secret Service ant kl 
USA's SDNY ane EDRY. . 


Rnclosed LHX is elassified “Gonf 
ormation furnished b 
» the disclosure 

have an adverse effect on 


NYO will eontime its efforts to develop 
additional information econcerning captioned matter. 


Ge.cneve —— by a ¢ 
le to furmish any additional orma . ‘ 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
ifew York, ilew York 
January 4, 1967 
Or TTreltnL: 
po ‘ al 
‘ IDDOrL Of 


oncressnan dam Clayton Powel 
Racial Hatters 


Reference is made to previous memoranda dated 
Decomber 30, 1966 and January 3, 1967, indicating that mass 


rallies in suport of Congressman Adan Clayton Powell are 
scheduled e : D. C 


This docunent contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the »nronerty of the FDI and is loaned to 
vour asency; it and its contents are not to ve distributed 
outside your arsncy. 
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fees 
) ‘Jasi.inston, 
supnors of ph 
Clayton Poll 


It is noted that the address 217 Ykect 125t; Strect, 
slew York City, previously nentioned, houses the offices o- 
both the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, headed by 
A. Pailin Randoloh, and of the itALl. 
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Re HY airtels captioned "PROPOSED ilASS RALLY Iii 
CASHIMNGTOS, D. C., 1/8/67, I!! SUPPORT OF CONGRESSIIAI!] ADA! Me 
CLAYTOii_ > Tui" and "PROPOSED MASS SALLY Ii WVASLIUGTON, ap 4 
D. ced IN SUPPORT OF CONGRUSSILA:] ADA] CLAYTOi] ys - 
PO'TELL, : ated 12/30/65 and 1/3/67, resnectively. a 


Enclosed for the Sureau are 11 conics and for 
‘lashington Field, two conics of a ui, dated and captioned 
as above. 


The sources ut: ed in enclosed LH! are: 


were contacted by the ilYO, but the only 


ee formation developed has been set forth in enclosed 


8-Bureau (Znels. 11) (Ril) 
2-“Jashincton Field (Encls. 2) (Xi) 
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WYO is continuins its efforts to ascertain further 
information concernins cantioned natter. 


Enclosed Lili is classified "Confi " because it 7 
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effect on the se erests. 


Infomation copies of enclosed Li are being 


disseminated locally to ONI, OSI, 108TII INTC, Segret Service 
and USA's, SDilZ% end EDilY. en 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 


January 10, 1957 


7 


WASS “SUPPORT POWELL" 
 ASSELELY IN WASHINGTON, D. C, 
"> BEGINNING JANUARY 8, 1967 __ 


. on t 
a states © 
Capitol Police, Washington, D, C,, advised on 


| January 10, 1957, that at approxinately 10 a.m. on 
this Gate, eleven buses from New York City and the 
hew Jersey area were observec unloading in the 
vicinity of the United States Capitol. Qmne of these 


buses carried a banner which read, “Aix Ministers 
Alliance," 


EE by 10:30 a.n., 
approxinately 175 viduals representing supporters 


of Representative Adam Clayton Powell had gathered 
in the vicinity of the United States House of 
Representative steps. Some of these individuals 


were shouting, “We want Powel ck in kis chair" and 
"We want Powell." diceted that 
other individuals enting supporters of Powell 


were spread out on the United States Capitol grounds. 
By 11 a.m., there were 150 to 200 individuals on the 
steps of the House of Representatives and a spokesman 
for this group, identified as James R. Lawson, 
President of the Earlem Citizens for Economic 
Developuent, advised representatives of the Unitec 
States Park Police that if the group was not aliovwed 
to enter the House Gallery “there wil be trouble." 


° , & 
advised that in view or ©” 
the large ering ou e the United States Canitol, 
police had locked most of the doors to the United 
States House of Representatives and had placed heavy 


aseneteine ‘ i | (02.206 es 


ALL MOSM TOs CT ” it “ 


NASS "SUPPORT POWCLL" 
ASSEMBLY IN WASHINGTOY, D. C, 
BEGINNING JANUARY 9, 1867 


police wink on the other doors so that no one was 
allowed to enter without proper identification. 


By approxinately 11:15 a om., the crowd was 
estimated at approximately 200 and sone of these 
individuals were ee “We got a vote" and "No 
Powell no vote." ; 


ae United States Secret Service, 
Washington, D advised on this date tkat Stokley 


Carmichael. of the Student Non-Violent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC) was one of the leaders in the crowd 
on the steps of.the United States House of Repre- 


sentatives as was Lzarion Barry, head of Washington 
Local of SNCC. ; 


| ata States "° 
Capitol ce, Washington, D. C., advised that by 


12:45 p.m. there were approximately 200 individuals 
on the steps of the United States House of Represen- — 
tatives, At this time “the leaders” told the crowd 
not to make an attenpt to enter the House of 
Representatives but to wait results of the “Seating = 
of Representative Adam Clayton Powell.” 


2 


nen tioned above, advised 
that at approximately 12:45 p.m. on this date, 
Reverend A, Kendall Snith of the Harlen Citizens 
for Community Action began a denonstration in front 
of the White House with approximately 41 of his 
followers. These individuals lined up-on the 
Pennsylvania Avenue sidewalk facing the White House 
and remained in silent vigil until approximately 
1:10 p.m. At that time, they burned 22 candles 
representing the 22 years of Adam Clayton Powell's 
Congressional service. After the burning of the 


MASS "SUPPORT POWELL" 
ASSEMBLY IN WASHLIGTON 
BEGINNING JANUARY 8 : 1567 


candies, Reverend Snith attempted to sities’ a petition : 
to President Johnson. This petition was accepted by 
a guard at the Northwest Gate of the White House and 

Smith announced that he and his group would go to the 


United States Capitol to Support Nepresentative Adan 
Clayton Powell. 


| GD »--vs0us1y mentioned, advised De 
that at a y 1:10 p.m., there were ’ about i. 
200 individuals on the steps of the United States =. 
House of Representatives, At approximately this 

time, four to six of these individuals stated they 


were ” going to burn their draft cards and they proceeded 


to burn sone unlmown material which they held in 
their hands, 


there was "included in the individuals on the steps 

of the: United States House of Representatives a 

“vocal and militant group of Negroes” which was 

trying to take over the crowd. This.group, consisting 
of 12 to 15 individuals, was chanting as follows: 


ne 
ae previously os 
mentioned, advised that at approximately 1:15 p.n., —_ 


"Whitey is a devil" 
"Stop the war in Vietnam" 
"Burn baby burn" ; 
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MASS “SUPPORT POW-LL" 
ASSZIELY Ii WASHINGT, D. C. 
BEGINING JANUARY 8, 1967_ 


mentioned, advised tuiat at aporo: 


ely 43:30 p.n., 
the c~ovs began to board buses and by about 5:50 n.n., 


the above crowd had dispersed. He stated that there 


were no serious incidents or rrrests during the above 
activities. 


or above 
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acial Matters 


An article in the New York “Amst2rdam News, a weet 
Negro newspaper, February 11, 1967, Page 41, in an article 
entitled "Smith to testify for Adam Clayton Powell, " narrated 
that Reverend A. Kendall Smith has been invited to testify 
before the Congressional Committee investigating Powell's fitness 
to resume his seat in Congress. It was further related in the 
article that Reverend Smith had visited for two days with 
Adam Clayton Powell at the latter's retreat in Bimini, Bahamas. 
No date for any testimony by Revenend Smith before the above 
committee was set forth in the article. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. It is the 
property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is loaned 


to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
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